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discovery, has a certificate granted him; which be-
ing allowed by the lord chancellor, he is a clear man,
and may begin the world again, as I have said above.

The creditor being thus satisfied that the debtor
has been faithful, does not answer the end of the
act of parliament, if he declines to assent to the
debtor's certificate; nor can any creditor decline
it but on principles which no man cares to own,
namely, those of malice, and the highest resent-
ment, which are things a Christian tradesman will
not easily act upon.

But I come now to the other part of the case;
and this is, supposing a debtor fails, and the cre-
ditors do not think fit to take out a commission
of bankrupt against him, as sometimes is the case,
at least where they see the offers of the debtor are
anything reasonable; my advice, in such case, is,
(and I speak it from long experience in such things,)
that they should always accept the first reasonable
proposal of the debtor ; and I am not, in this, talk-
ing on the foot of charity and mercy to the debtor,
but of the real and undoubted interest of the cre-
ditor ; nor could I urge it, by such arguments as I
shall bring, upon any other foundation; for if I
speak in behalf of the debtor, I must argue commi-
seration to the miserable, compassion and pity of
his family, and a reflection upon the sad changes
which human life exposes us all to; and so persuade
the creditor to have pity upon, not him only, but
upon all families in distress.

But I argue now upon a different foundation, and
insist that it is the creditor's true interest, as I
hinted before, that if he finds the debtor inclined
to be honest, and he sees reason to believe he
makes the best offer he can, he should accept the
.first offer, as being generally the best the debtor